
 

241 S FRONT ST        P.O. BOX 430        DOWAGIAC, MI 49047        P 269/782-2195      F 269/782-1838      ww.cityofdowagiac.com 

 

 

 

 

November 22, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  Council, 11/25/19, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that we are 

only one project away from successfully completing the 

Neighborhood Enhancement Program grant!  The latest 

completed project is on Pokagon Street.  Ms. Shepherd 

received a new front door, new trim and a locking screen door 

to accompany her newly paved driveway and she couldn’t be 

happier.   She says 

this is the “fanciest” 

her home has looked 

in 40 years.  She is 

grateful to the City for 

allowing her to 

participate.    

At the next meeting, 

Council will be asked to approve the application for 

Round 5 of the NEP grant, this time to be 

administered to the northern neighborhoods. 

 

Steve Allen reports on Code Enforcement updates:  
 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 49 inspections 

 Blight violations closed = 4 

 Blight violations (new) = 7 

 Blight re-inspect (still open) = 3 

            Abandon auto re-inspect (still open) = 2 

            Abandon auto (closed) = 4 

 Abandon auto (new) = 11 

 Parking violations (new) = 2 

            EPM re-inspection still open = 12 



           EPM, new violations = 1 

           Missing house numbers violations (still open) = 2 

           Tree violation re-inspection (still open) =1 

 

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad 

Tyrakowski reports on projects across the City.         

The bulk of efforts this week was spent on leaf pick-

up.      While not as efficient, we utilized loaders and 

dump-trucks              to gather leaves, picking-up as 

little snow as possible in the process.  While this tactic 

“leaves” some behind in order to minimize damage to 

the tree-lawns, we were able to make progress, while 

also avoiding damage to the fans that would otherwise 

be caused by vacuuming snow/ice with our regular 

equipment.  Assuming the forecasted break in the weather holds through Tuesday, our crews 

have prepared to put our normal leaf machinery into service Friday, and will continue as long 

as weather allows.  We are also contending with damaged fencing, guard rails, and street 

signs from weather/driving-related incidents during last week’s storms. 

The electric crew continues the line and pole upgrade along Grove St.  Wightman was in for 

another round of GIS (geographic information system) field training.  We continue working 

through our USDA application and with EGLE on our Sewer Use Ordinance. 

 

US Census 

The 2020 census is quickly approaching and it is very important that everyone in the City is 

counted.  Dowagiac’s population count will have a direct effect on how state and federal funds 

are distributed to our municipality; therefore, the City has to be an active partner in census 

activities.  For every resident that goes uncounted, that equals State and Federal dollars that do 

not come back to Dowagiac to benefit our residents.   

 

The new City Clerk, Patty Patano, has taken the lead in offering to participate in the initial 

census meetings.   Stay tuned to hear how you can help! 

 

Thanksgiving  

City Offices will be closed 11/28 and 11/29 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


